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: 2 Cor. v. 17. 


If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature. 


I. 1. TS there then fin in him that is in Chriſt ? 
Does fin remain in one that believes in 


him? ls there any ſin in them that are born of 


God, or are they wholly delivered from it ? Let 
no one imagine this to be a queſtion of mere 
curioſity; or that it is of httle importance whe- 
ther it be determined one way or the other. 

Rather it is a point of the utmoſt moment, to 
every ſerious Chriſtian: the reſolving of which 
nearly concerns both his prefeat and eternal 
happineſs. 

2. And yet I do not know, that ever it was 
controverted in the primitive church. Indeed 
there was no room for diſputing concerning it, 
as all Chriſtians were agreed. And fo far as I 
have ever obſerved, the whole body of antient 
Chriſtians who have left us any thing in writing, 
declare with one voice, that even believers in 
Chriſt, till they are ffrong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might, have need to wreſile with fleſh 
and blood, with an evil nature, as well as wk 
principalities and powers. 
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3. And herein our own church, (as indeed in 
"moſt points) exactly copies after the primitive; 


declaring (in her ninth article) © Original fin is 
the corruption of the nature of every man, where- 
by man is in his own nature inclined to evil, fo 
that the fleſh Juſteth contrary to the Spitit. And 
this infection of nature doth remain, yea, in them 


that are regenerated; whereby. the luſt of the 


fleſh, called in Greek Peirmpa cngxor, is not ſubjett 
to the law of God. And although there is no 


condemnation for them that believe, yet this luſt 


hath of itſelt the nature of ſin.“ 

4. The ſame teſtimony is given by all other 
churches: not only by the Greek and Romiſſi 
church, but by every reformed church in Europe, 
of whatever denomination. Indeed ſome of theſe 


ſeem to carry the thing too far: ſo -deſcribing 
the corruption of heart in a believer, as ſcarce to 
allow that he has dominion over it, but rather is 


in bondage thereto. And by this means they 
leave hardly any diſlinction, between a believer 
and an unbeliever. | 


5. To avoid this extreme, many well meaning 


men, particularly thoſe under the direction of the 


late Count Z:nzendorf, ran into another; affirm- 
ing, that all true believers are not only ſaved 


from the dominion of ſin, but from the being of in- 


ward as well as outward fin, ſo that it no longer 
remains in them.” And from them, about twenty 
years ago, many of our countrymen imbibed the 

ſame 
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ſame opinion, that even the corruption of nature 


is no more, in thoſe who believe in Chriſt. 
6. It is true, that when the Germans were prel- 


ſed upon this head, they ſoon allowed, (many of- 


them at leaſt) that * ſin did ſti femain in the 
Jesu, but not in the heart of a believer.” And 
after a time, when the abſurdity of this was 
ſhewn, they fairly gave up the point: allowing 
that ſin did ſtill remain, though not rezgn in him 
that is born of God. | 

7. But the Engliſi who had received it from 
them (ſome directly, ſome at ſecond or third 
hand) were not ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to part 
with a favourite opinion. And even when the 
generality of them were convinced it was utterly 
indefenſible, a tew could not be perſuaded to give 


it up, but maintain it to this day. 


II. 1. For the ſake of theſe who really fear. 


God and deſire to know the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
it may not be amiſs, to conſider the point with 
calmneſs and impartiality. In doing this L ute 
indifferently the words regenerate, juſliſted, or be- 
Gevers ; ſince though they have not preciſely the 
ſame meaning, (the firſt implying an inword, 
actual change, the ſecond a relative one, and the 


third, the means whereby both the one and the. 


other are wrought :) yet they come to one and the 
ſame thing; as every one that believes is both 


juſtiſied and born of God. 
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: 2. By ſin I here underſtand inward fin : any 
F ſinful temper, paſſion or affeftion : ſuch as pride, 
felf- will, love of the world, in any kind or de- 
gree: ſuch as luſt, anger, peeviſhneſs; any diſ- 
poſition, contrary to the mind which was in 
Chriſt. 
3 The queſtion is not, concerning outward 
fin e whether a child of God commits ſin or no? 
We all agree and earneſtly maintain, He that com- 
mitleil fan is of the devil, We agree, Whoſoever 
is born of God doth not commit fn. Neither do 
we now enquire whether inward fin will always 
remain in the children of God? Whethe: ſin 
will continue in the foul, as log as it continues 
in the body? Not yet do we eaquire, whether a 
juſtified perſon may relapſe either into inward 
or outward fin? But ſimply this, is a juſtified or 
regenerate man freed fiom all /in, as /oon as he is 
juſlified ? Is there then no ſin in his heart? Nor 
ever aſter, unleſs he fall from grace ? 
4. We allow that the ſtate of a juſtified perſon 
is inexpreſſibly great and glorious. He is born 
again not of blond, nor of the fleſh, nor of the will 
1 of man, but of God. He is a child of God, a 
q member of Chriſt, an heir of the kingdom of hea- 
| ven. The peace of God which paſſeth all under- 
| landing, keepet h his heart and mind in Chriſt Feſus. 
His very body is a temple. of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
I a habitation of God through the Spirit. He is 
created anew in Chriſt Feſus ; he is waſhed, he is 
ſanctiſied. 
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S /anQ:ified. His heart is purified by faith : he is 

If cleanſed | from the corruption that is in the world. 
= The love of God is ſhed abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt which is given unto him. And ſo long 
as he walketh in love (which he may always do) he 

8 worſlips God in ſpirit and in truth, He keepeth 
the commandments of God, and d ih thoſe things, 
that are pleaſing in his fight : ſo exerciſing him/elf 
as to have a conſcience void of offence, toward God 
and toward man. And he has power both over 


outward and inward ſin, even from the moment 
he is juſtified, | 


: 

| 
: 
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III. 1. But was he not then freed from all ſin, 
fo that there is no fin in his heart? I cannot ſay 
this: I cannot believe it: becauſe St. Paul ſays 
the contrary. He is ſpeaking to believers; and 
deſcribing the ſtate of believers in general, when 
he ſays, The fleſh luſleth᷑ againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the fleſh ; theſe are contrary the one 
to the other, Gal. v. 17. Nothing can be more 
exprels. The apoſtle here directly affirms, that 
the fleſh, evil nature, oppoſes the Spirit, even in 
believers ; that even in the regenerate, there are 
two principles, contrary the one to the other. 

2. Again, When he writes fo the believers at 
Corinth, io thoſe who were /andified in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 1 Cor. i. 2, he ſays, Ihr ten, could not 

ſpeak unto you, as unto ſpiritual but as unto carnal, 
@s unto babes in Chriſt. —Ye are yet carnal: for 
33 9 4 | whereas 
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whereas there is among you envying and. farife, are 1 
ye not earnal ? ch. iii. ver. 1g. Now here the | | 


apoſtle ſpraks unto thoſe” who were unqueſ- 
tionably believers, whom in the ſame breath 1] 
he ſtiles his brethren in Chriſt, as being ſtill in a 
meaſure carnal, He affiims, there was envying Pf 14 
(an evil temper) oceaſioning ſtrife among them, 
and yet does not give the leaſt intimation, that 
they had loſt their faith. Nay, he manifeſtly de- 
clares, they had not; for then they would not 
have been babes in Chriſt. And (what is moſt 2 
remarkable of all) he ſpeaks of being carnal and 4 
babes in Chriſt, as one and the ſame thing: 
plainly ſhewing that evety believer is (in a degree) || 
carnal, while he is only a babe in Chriſt, Z 
by. Indecd this grand point, that there are two (i 
contrary principles in believers, natnre and grace, 3 
the fleſh and the Spirit, runs through all the epiſ- 
tles of St. Paul, yea, through all the holy ſerip- 
tures: almoſt all the directions and exhortations MW 
therein, are founded on this ſuppoſition : pointing 
at wrong tempers or practices in thoſe, who are 
notwithſtanding acknowledged by the inſpired 
writers to be believers. And they are centinually . 
exhorted to fight with and conquer thefe, by the 
power of the faith which was in them. 
4. And who can doubt, but there was faith in | | 
the angel of the church of Epheſus, when our | 
Lord faid to him, I know thy works, and thy la- 
bour, and thy patience : thou haſt pattence, and for 


my 


9 5 
my name's ſake haſt laboured and haſl” not fainted, 


Rev. ii. 2, g, 4. But was there meantime no 
fin in his heart? Yea, or Chriſt would not have 
added, Neverthele/s I have ſomewhat again/t thee, 
becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. This was a 
real fin which God ſaw in his heart (of which ac- 
cordingly he is exhorted to repent.) And yet we 
have no authority to ſay, that even then he had 
no faith. | 
5. Nay, the angel of the chureh at Reger 
alſo, is exhorted to rehent, which implies fin, 
though our Lord expreſsly ſays, Thou haſt not 
denied my faith, ver. 13, 16. And to the angel 
of the church in Sardis, he ſays, Strengthen the 
things which remain that are ready to die, The 
good which remained was ready to die; but was 
not aftually dead, chap. iii. 2. So there was till 
a ſpark of faith even in him; which he is ac- 
cordingly commanded to hold at, ver. 3 v2 
6. Once more. When the apoſtle exhorts bes 
| levers to cleanſe themſelves from all filthinefs of 
fleſh and ſpirit, (2 Cor. viii. 1.) he plainly teaches, 
that thoſe believers were not yet cleanſed! theres 
from. Will you anſwer, “ He that az/tains. from 
all appearance of evil, does iþ/o facto cleanſe him. 
ſelf from all filthineſs.” Not in any wiſe, For 
inſtance: a man reviles me, 1 feel reſentment, 
which is fiene of /prrit. Yet I lay not a word. 
Here I ab/tain from all appearance ef epil. But 
A 5 this 
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this does not cleanſe me from that filthineſs of 
fpirit, as I experience to my ſorrow. 


7. And as this-pofition, there is no ſin in a FOR 
Hever, no carnal mind, no bent to-backſliding, is. 
thus contrary to- the word of God, ſo it is to the 
experience of his children. Theſe continually 
feel a: heart bent to backſliding, a natural te- 
dency to evil; a proneneſs to depart: from God. 
and cleave to the things of earth. They are | 
daily ſenſible of fin remaining in their heart, 
pride, ſelf will, unbelief: and of ſin cleaving to: 


Wo all they ſpeak. and do, even their beſt actions 
10 and holieſt duties. Vet at the ſame time they. 
a ! know they are of God; they cannot doubt of, 
N þ it for a. moment. They feel: his Spirit clearly, 
| 4 witnefſing with their ſpirit; that they are the chil. 


: 

| | dren of God. They rejoice in God through Chriſt 
1 Neſus, by aubom they have now received the alonement.. 
| So that they are equally. aſfured; that-lin is in 

wem, and that-Chrift is in them the hope of glory. 
8. But can · Chriſt· be in the ſame heart where 
BB fin is * Undoubiedly-he can. Otherwiſe it never 
| | could be faved therefrom. Where the ſickneſs. 


is, there is the phyfician,” 


j __ Carrying on his work within, 

| Striving till he caſt out ſin. 

ll Chrift indeed eannot reign, where ſin TEgNS . nei- 
ther will he dwell where any ſin is allowed. _ But 


he is and dwells in the: heart of every believer, 
who 


* 
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who is fighting againſt all ſin; although it be not 
yet purified, according to the purification of the 


ſanduary. 


9. It has been obſerved before, that the oppoſi te 
doctrine, That there is no ſin in believers,” is 
quite new in the church of Chriſt :. that it was 
never heard of for ſeventeen hundred years, never 
till it was diſcovered by. Count Zznzendorf. I do 
not remember to have ſeen the leaſt imimation 
of it, either in any antient or modern writer: un- 
leſs perhaps in ſome of the wild, ranting. Antino- 
mians. And theſe likewiſe fay and unlay, ac- 
knowledging there is ſin in their fleſh, although no 


„ in in their heart. But whatever doctrine is new 


muſt be wrong : for the old religion is the only 
true one. And no dottrine can be right, anlef: it 

is the very ſame which was from the beginning, 
10. One argument more againſt' this new, un- 
ſcriptural doctrine, may be drawn from the dread- 
ful conſequences of it. One ſays, ** I felt anger 
to-day.” Muſt I reply, Then you have no 
faith?“ Another ſays, © I know what you adviſe 
is good, but my will is quite averſe to it.” Muſt 
I tell him, Then you are an unbeliever, under 
the wrath and curſe of God?“ What will be the 
natural conſequence of this? Why, if he believes 
what I ſay, bis ſoul will not only be grieved and 
wounded, but perhaps utterly deſtroyed : inaſmuch 
as he will cat away that confidence, which hath 
great. recompence of reward, And having caſt 
A 6 away 
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away his ſhield, how ſhall he quench the fiery darts 
of the wicked one? How ſhall he overcome the 
world? Seeing this is the vitory that overcometh 
the world even our faith. He ſtands diſarmed in 
the midſt of his enemies, open to all their aſſaults. 
What wonder then if he be utterly overthrown ; 
if they take him captive at their will ? Yea, if he 
fall from one wickedneſs to another, and never 
ſee good any more ?—I cannot therefore by any 
means receive this aſſertion, that there is no ſin in 
a believer from the moment he is juſtified ; firſt, 
Becauſe it is contrary to the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
ture; ſecondly, becauſe it is contrary to the ex- 
perience of the children of God. Thirdly, Be- 
cauſe it is abſolutely new, never heard of in the 
world till yeſterday; and laſtly, becauſe it is 
naturally attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences; not only grieving thoſe whom God 
hath not grieved; but perhaps dragging them in- 
to everlaſting perditon. 


IV. x. However, let us give a fair hearing to 
the chief arguments, of thoſe who endeavour to 
ſupport it. And it is, firſt, from ſcripture they 


attempt to prove, that there is no fin in a believer. | 
(They argue thus.) © The ſcripture, ſays, Every 
believer is horn , God, is clean, is holy, is ſancti- 
fied ; is pure in heart, has a new heart, is a temple Þ I 
of the Holy Gholt. Now, as hat which ts born 75 


the * 2s jieſh, is altogether evil, lo that which ts 


born 
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born of the Spirit, tis ſpirit, is altogether good. 
Again; a man canndi be clean, ſanktißed, holy, 
and at the ſame time unclean, unſanctiſſ d, unholy. 
He cannot be pure and impure, or have a new and 
an old heart together. Neither can his ſoul be 
unholy, while it is a temple of the Holy Ghoſt.“ 
I have put this objection as ſtrong as poſſible, 
that its full weight may appear. Let us now ex- 
amine it, part by part. And 1. That which is. | 
born of the Spirit, is ſpirit, is altogether good.” | 

I allow the text, but not the comment. For the 
text affirms this, and no more, That every man | | 
3X who is born of the Spirit, is a ſpiritual man. He | 
is ſo. But ſo he may be, and yet not be alto- — 9 
| 


gether ſpiritual. The Chriſtians at Corinth were 
fpiritual men. Elſe they had been no. Chriſtians. | 
at all. And yet they were not a/together ſpiritual. | 
They were ſtill (in part) carnal. But they were | | 
fallen from grace.” St. Paul ſays no. They | 
were even babes in Chriſt. 2. But a man can- | 
not be clean, ſanctiſied, holy, and at the ſame time | 
unclean, unſantlified, unholy.” Indeed he may. f 
So the Corinthians were. Ye are waſhed, ſays the N 
apoſtle, ye are ſanctiſied: namely, cleanſed from 
Jornication, tdolatry, drunkennefs, and all other 
outward ſin, (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11.) And yet at 
the ſame time, in another ſenſe of the word, they 
were vn/andified: they were not waſhed, not in- 
wardly cleanſæd from envy, evil-ſurmiſing, par- 
tiality, But ſure they had not a new heart and ; 
an 
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an old heart together.“ It is moſt ſure, they had. 
3 For at that very time, their hearts were truly, yet 
not entirely renewed. Their carnal. mind was 
FI nailed to the croſs. Yet- it was not wholly de- 
| ſtroyed. But could they be unkoly, while they 
1 were temples of the Holy Ghoſt?” Yes, That they 
4 were temples of the Holy Ghoſt, is certain- (1 Cor. 
9 vi. 19.) And it is equally certain, they were, in. 
| ſome degree, carnal, that is, unhoſy, 

1 2. However, there is one ſcripture more 2 
14 which will put the matter out of queſtion. 7 
1 any man be (a believer) in Curiſt, he is a new crea- 
ture. Old things are W + behold all things 
are become neu, 1. Cor. v. 17, Now, certainly. a 
man cane be a new es and an old creature 
at once.” Les, he may. He may be partly re- 
newed, which was the very caſe of thoſe at Corinth. 

They were doubileſs renewed in the ſpirit of their 
mind, or they could not have been. ſo much as 

f babes in Chriſt. Let they had not the whole 
1:6 mind which was in Chriſt, for they envied one 
164 another. But it is ſaid expreſsly, Old things are 
3 faſt away: all things are become new.” But we 
muſt not ſo interpret the apoſtle's words, as to 
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5 make him contradict himſelf. And if we will 
if make him conſiſtent with himſelf; the plain mean- 
. ing of che words is this. His old judgment. con- 
4 cerning juſhfication, holineſs, happineſs; (indeed 


concerning the things of God in general} is-now. 
paſt away. So ae bis old. defires, defigns; and 
alfections, 
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| affefions, tempers, and conver/ation. All theſe 
are undeniably become new, greatly changed from 
? X what they were. And yet, though they are new, 
they are not wholly new. Still he feels to his 
ſorrow. and ſhame, remains of the old man, too 
manifeſt taints of his former tempers and af-- 
feftions, a law in his members, which frequently 
alis againſt that law. of his mind: though it can» 
not gain any advantage over him, as long as he 
watches unto prayer. 
3. This whole argument, If he is clean, be is: 
clean,” * if he is holy, he is holy;” (and twenty | 
more expreſſions of the ſame kind may eaſily be 
WF heaped together) 1 is really. no better than. playing. 
upon words;. it is the fallacy. of arguing. from a 
particular to a general; of inferring a general con- 
dluſion, from particular premiſſes. Propoſe the 
ſentence entire, and it runs thus: If he is holy 
at all, he is holy altogether.” That does not fol- 
low: every babe in Chriſt. is holy, and yet not- 
altogether ſo. He is, ſaved from fin; yet not in- 
urely: it remains, though it does not reign, If 
vou think. it does not remain (in. babes at leaſt, 
whatever be the caſe with young men, or fathers). 
you certainly have not coulidered the height and 
depth and.length and breadth of the law of God; 
(even the law. of love, laid down by St. Paul.in 
the thirteenth-of Corinthians) and that every: &rouia, 
diſconformiiy to, or derivation from this law, zs. 
Se Now, is there no diſconformity to this in che 
N heart 
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heart or life of a believer? What may be in an 
adult Chriſtian is another queſtion.. But what a 


ſtranger muſt he be to human nature, who can 3 
poſſibly imagine, that this is the caſe with every f : 
babe in Chriſt ? 1 

4. But believers walk after the Spirit. * Rom. 9 
viii. 1. and the Spirit of God dwells in them. 
Conſequently chey are delivered from the guilt, 4 
the power, or in one word the being of ſin.” 4 

Theſe are coupled together, as if they were tbe 
ſame thing. But they are not the ſame thing. 3 

The guilt is one thing, the power another, and the 
being yet another. That believers are delivered J 
from the'gwilt and power of fin we allow; that 
they are delivered from the being of it we deny, 3 
Nor dpes it in any wiſe follow from theſe texts. 
A man may have the Spirit of God drwelliny in 
him, and may walk after the Spirit, though he i 
ſtill feels the Heſh luſting againſt» the Shi it. 3 

5. But the church is the body of Chriſt, Col. 
j. 24. This imphes, that its members are waſhed Z 
from all filthineſs. Otherwiſe it will follow, 1 
that Chriſt, and Belial are incorporated with each 
other.” —_— 

Nay, it will not follow from hence.“ thoſe Þ 
Who are the myſtical body of Chriſt, {till feel the 
geſh luſteth againſt the Spirit,“ that Chriſt ' has 
oo; any 

» What foll-ws for ſome ges is an anſwer to a paper, 


publiſhed in the Chriſtian's Magazine, p 577-382. lan 
We Mr. Dodd, ibould give ſuch a paper place la his 


2gazine, which is contrary to our ninth article. 
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any ſellowſhip with the devil, or wich that ſin 
which he enables them to reſiſt and overcome. 

6. But are not Chriſtians come to the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, where nothing defiled can enter?” Heb. 
xii. 22. Yes! and to an innumerable company 
of angels, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
feet: chat is, 


Earth and heaven all agree; 
All is one great tamily. 


And they are likewiſe holy and undefiled, while 
they wall after the Sprrit : although ſenſible, there 
is another principle in them, and that theſe are 
contrary to each other, + 

7. „But Chriſtians are reconciled io God, Now 
this could not be, if any of the carnal mind re- 
mained: for this is enmi y againſt God. Con- 
ſequently no reconcihation can be effected, but 
by its total deſtruction.“ 

We are reconciled to God through the blood of the 
croſs. And in the moment, the Ggoumpua oagn)c, 
the corruption of nature, which is enmity w/h 
God, is put under our feet, the fleſh has no more 
dominion over us. But it ftill exz/ts + and it is 
Nill in its nature enmity with God, luſting againlt 
his Spirit. 

8. * But they that are Chrilt*s have cruci/i2d the 
fleſh, with its aſfections and _luſts.” Gal. v. 24. 
They have ſo: yet it remains in them Mlill, and 
often ſtruggles to break from the croſs. * Nay, 
but 
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Juitified do at that time find an abſolute freedom 
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but they have put off the old man with his deeds.” 
Col. iii. 9. They have: and in the ſenſe above 
deſcribed, all things are paſſed away; all things 
are become new. A hundred texts may be cited 
to the ſame effect. And they will all admit of the 
ſame anſwer. © But to ſay all in one word, 
Chriſt gave himſelf for the church, that it maght- 
be holy, and without blemiſh.” Eph. v. 25, 27+ 
And ſo will it be in the end: but it never was 
yet, from the beginning to this day. 

9. But let experience ſpeak. All who are 


from all fin.” That I doubt: but if they do, do 
they find it ever after? Elſe you gain nothing» 
If they do not, it is their own fault,” That re- 
mains to be proved. 
10. But in the very nature of things, Can a 
man haye pride in him, and not be proud ? An- 
ger, and yet not be angry?“ 

A man may have pride in him, may think him- 
ſelf in /ome particulars above what he ought to 
think, (and ſo be proud in that particular) and yet 
not be a proud man in his general charatter. He 
may have anger in him, yea and a ſtrong propen- 
ſity to furious anger, without giving way to it. 
« But can anger and pride, be in that heart, where 
only meekneſs and humility are felt!” No: but 
ſome pride and anger may be in that heart, where 
there is much humility and meekneſs. 
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„It avails not to ſay, Theſe tempers are there, 
but they do not reign. For ſin cannot, in any kind 
or degree exz/t where it does not reign. For guilt 
and power are eſſential properties of fin. There- 
fore where one of them 1s, all muſt be.” 

Strange indeed!“ Sin cannot in any kind or 
; degree exit wheie it does not reign.” Abſolutely 
& contrary this to all experience, all ſcripture, all 
common ſenſe. Reſentment of an affront is ſin. 
It is 4rpie, diſconformity to the law of love. 
This has exiſted in me a thouſand times. Yet it 
did not, and does not reign. But guilt and 
power are eſſential properties of fin: thereſore 
where one is, all muſt be.“ No. In the inſtance 
before us, if the reſentment 1 feel is not yielded 
to, even for a moment, there is no guilt at all, 
no condemnation from God upon that account, 
And in this cafe, it has no power + though it %- 
eth againſt the Spirit it cannot prevail. Here 
therefore, as in ien thouſand inſtances, there is /in 
; without either gui or power. 

11. * But the ſuppoſing fi ſin in a believer is 
pregnant with every thing frightful and diſcou— 
raging. It implies the contending with a power, 
I that has the poſſe ſſion of our ſtrength, maintains 
his uſurpation of our hearts, and there proſecutes 
the war in deftance of our Redeemer.” Not fo, 
The ſuppoſing ſin is in us, does not imply, that it 
has the poſſeſſion of our ſtrength. No more than 
a man crucified has the poſſeſſion of thoſe that 


crucify 
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crucify him. As littte does it imply, That * fin 
maintains its uſurpation of our hearts.” The 
uſurper is dethroned. He remains indeed where 
he once reigned; but remains in chains. So that 
he does in ſome ſenſe * proſeente the war,” yet 
he grows weaker and weaker; while the believer 
goes on from {trength to ſtrength, SIA and 
to conquer, 

12. I am not ſatisſied yet. He that has fin in 
him, is a flave to fin, Therefore you ſuppoſe 
a man to be juſlified, while he is a ſlave to fin, 
Now if you allow, men may be juſtified, while 
they have pride, anger, or unbelief in them; nay, 
if you aver, Theſe are (at leaſt, for a time) in all 
that are juſtifie{; what wonder that we have fo 
many proud, angry, unbelieving believers?” 

I do not ſuppoſe any man who is juſtified, is a 
flave to fin, Yet 1 do ſuppoſe, fin remains (at 
leaſt for a time) in all that are juſtified, * But if 
fin remains in a believer, he is a ſinful man: if 
pride, for inſtance, then he is proud : if ſelf will, 
then he is ſelf-willed; if unbeliel, then he is an 
nnbeliever; conſequently, no believer at all. 
How then does he differ from unbelievers, from 
unregenerate men?“ 

This is ſtill mere playing upon words. It means 
no more, than, if there is fin, pride, felf-will in 
him, then there is fin, pride, felf-will. And 
this no body can deny. In that ſenſe then he 1s 


proud, or ſelf-willed, But he is not proud or ſelf- 
| willed 


n 


willed in the ſame ſenſe that unbelievers are, that 
18, governe by pride: or felt. will. Herein he dif- 
fers from unregene ae mon. Taney obey fin, he 
does not. Fleſh ie in hem both. But they walk 
after the floſn : he walks after (/e Spirit. 
But how can unbelief be in à believer?“ 
That word has two meanings. It means either 
no faith, or little faith; either the. a7ence of faith, 
or the weakne/s of it. In the former ſenſe, unbe- 
neſ is not in a believer: in the latter, it is in all 
babes. Their faith is commonly mixt with doubt 
or fear, that is (in the latter ſeale) with unbelief- 
** Why are ye fearful, ſays our Lord, O ye of little 
ai. Again, O thou of little faith, wherefore 
= did/t thou doubt? You ke here was unbehief in 
belrevers : lutle faith and much unbelief. 

13. But this dottrine, That fin remains in a 
believer, That a man may be in the favour of 
God, while he has fin in his heait, certainly 
tends io encourage men in'fin.” Underſtand the | 
propoſition right, and no ſuch conſequence fol- 

XJ lows. A man may be in God's favour though he 
2 feel fin; but not it he yields to it. Having ſin 
does not forfeit'the favour of Gd; giving- way 
o fin does Though the fleth in you luſt againſt 4.58 
IF the Shir t, you may ſtill be a child of God. But 
it you walk after the fleſh, you are a child of the 
devil, Now ths doct:ine does not encourage to 
obey lun, but to reſiſt it with ail your might. 


. 


( 22 ) 
V. 1. The ſum of all is this. There are in 
every perſon, even after he is juſtified, two con- 
trary principles, nature and grace, termed by St. 
Paul, the fleſk and the Spirit. Hence although FR 
even babes in Chriſt are /andfied, yet it is only 
in part. In a degree, according to the meaſure 
of their faith, they are ſpiritual : yet in a degree 
they are carnal. Accordingly, believers are con- | 
| 

| 


tinually exhorted to watch againſt the fleſh, as 
well as the world and the devil. And to this 
agrees the conſtant experience of the children of 
God. While they feel this witneſs in themſelves, | 
they feel a will not wholly reſigned to the will of 
God. They know they are in him, and yet find 
a heart ready to depart from him, a proneneſs to 
evil in many inſtances, and a backwardneſs to 
that which is good. The contrary doctrine is 
wholly new: never heard of in the church f 
Chriſt, from the time of his coming into the | 
world, till the time of Count Zinzendorf. And it 
is attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. It |? 
cuts off all watching againſt our evil nature, againſt |? 
the Delilah, which we are told is gone, though, 
ſhe is till lying in our boſom. It tears away the 
ſhield of weak believers, deprives them of their 
faith, and ſo leaves them expoſed to all the aſſaulis 
of the world, the fleſh and the devil. 43 

2. Let us therefore hold faſt the ſound dofrine | 
once delivered to the ſaints, and delivered down by 
them with the written word to all ſucceeding 
generations : 


3 


generations: that although we are renewed, 
cleanſed, purified, ſanctified, the moment we truly 
believe in Chriſt, yet we are not then renewed, 
cleanſed, purified altogether : but the fleſh, the 
evil na ure ſlill remazns {though ſubdued) and wars 
againſt the Spirit, So much the more, let us 
uſe all diligence in fighting the good fight of faith. 
So much the more earneſtly let us watch and pray, 
againſt the enemy within, The more carefully 
let us tale to ourſelves, and put on the whole 
armour of God that although we wre/tle both 
with fleſh and blood, and with principalities and 
powers and wicked ſpirits in high places, we may 
be able to uithfland in the evil day, and having 
done all, ts fland. 
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